The ambulatory surgical nurse. Evolution, competency, and vision.
Ambulatory surgery is one of the fastest-growing specialties in health care today. This article reviews several of the key elements that have been instrumental in defining the evolution of the Ambulatory Surgical Unit and predicts its place in the new millennium. It offers a view of the broad expanse of knowledge needed to practice within the fast-paced world of the ambulatory nurse. The implications of the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Organizations' competency mandate are discussed, and educational options are outlined for the perianesthesia specialist.